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Abstract. The paper explores the manner in which Henry James applies his 

concept of “central consciousness” (later equated by Shlomith Rimmon-Kenan 

with “center of consciousness” and used synonimously with “reflector”, another 

well-known Jamesian term) in what James himself considered to be his best 

novel. Henry James’ use of the concept is then linked with further 20th century 

considerations on the topic. 
  

Keywords: narratology; point of view; focalization; Henry James; Percy 

Lubbock. 

 
 

                                                      
∗
e-mail: luciatudor_ro@yahoo.com 


